
Instruction to Authors 

  

Aims and scope: The Journal of Shahrekord University of Medical Sciences (JSKUMS) is a bimonthly publication of Shahrekord 

University of Medical Sciences (Iran) and welcomes contributions from all areas of basic or clinical sciences. The Journal is fully 

peer-reviewed and publishes original contributions that have not been published previously. Abstracts presentations do not 

constitute previous publication. Full papers and short communications will be considered for publication and review articles, 

only by invitation or by investigators having 3 or more relevant publications. Acceptance of manuscripts for publication depends 

on their quality, originality, clarity and relevance to the journals scope.  

Manuscript preparation:  

Language: Papers should be in Persian (Farsi) with abstracts in both Farsi and English. The past tense should be used 

throughout in describing the results and the present tense in referring to previously established and generally accepted results. 

Authors who are unsure of correct English usage should have their English abstracts checked by somebody who is proficient in 

the language; manuscripts that are deficient in this respect may be returned to the author for revision before publication.  

Typing: Manuscripts must be typewritten in a font size of at least 12 points, double –spaced (including reference, tables and 

figure legends) with wide margins (2.5 cm from all sides) The beginning of each new paragraph must be clearly indicated by 

indentation. The article should consist of abstract, introduction, material and methods, results, discussion, conclusion, 

acknowledgement and references.  

Length: The length of articles should be restricted to eight printed pages. Short communication should not exceed five pages 

of manuscript, including references, Figures and tables. Any repetition of information in the text and illustrations must be 

avoided, and also excessively long reference lists.  

  

General arrangement of papers  

Title: In the first page, papers should be headed by a concise and informative title. The title should be followed by the 

author’s full names and by the name and the addresses of laboratories where the work was carried out. Identify the affiliations 

of all authors and their institutions, departments or organization by the use of signature (1, 2, 3, etc.).  

Footnotes: The name and the full postal address, telephone, fax and E-mail number of corresponding author should be 

provided in a footnote.  

Abbreviations: The journal publishes a standard abbreviations list at the front of every issue, these standard abbreviations do 

not need to be spelled out within paper, however, none should be defined where first mentioned in the text. Do not use 

abbreviations in the title or in the footnote of a table.  

Abstract: In second page , abstract should be followed the title (no authors’ name) in structured format of not more than 300 

words and must be able to stand independently and should state the Background, Methods, Results and Conclusion. Write the 

abstract in third person. References should not be edited and abbreviations should be avoided.  

Keywords: A list of three to five keywords for indexing should be included at the foot of the abstract chosen from the Medical 

Subject Headings (MESH).  

   



Introduction: This should contain a description of the problem under investigation and a brief survey of the exiting literature 

on the subject.  

Materials and Methods: Sufficient details must be provided to make the work repeatable correct chemical names should be 

given and strains of organisms should be specified. Suppliers of materials need only to be mentioned if this may affect the 

results. Use system international (SI) units and symbols. Clinical trials studies should have the permission of moral committee 

and its permission should be mentioned in this section. Registration in Iranian Registry of Clinical Trials (IRCT), in clinical 

research studies and mentioning the observation of ethical commitment in clinical or animal researches is necessary.  

Results: This section should describe concisely the rationale of the investigation and its outcomes. Data should not be 

repeated in both a table and a figure. Tables and figures should be selected to illustrate specific points. Do not tabulate or 

illustrate points that can be adequately and concisely described in the text.  

Discussion: This should not simply recapitulate the results. It should relate results to previous work and interpret them. 

Combined results and discussion sections are encouraged when appropriate.  

Acknowledgments: This optional part should include a statement thanking those who assisted substantially with work 

relevant to the study. Grant support should be included in this section.  

References: References should be numbered sequentially in the order of their citation in the text and inserted between 

brackets, e.g. (1), (6-10). The list of references should follow the order of their citation with complete listing of authors (see 

examples) and should be typed double –spaced on sheets separate form the text. Only published or in press” papers and 

books may be cited in the reference list. References should not be given to personal communications, unpublished data, and 

manuscripts in preparation, letters, company publications, patents pending and URLs for websites. Abstracts of papers 

presented at meetings are not permissible. These references should appear as parenthetical expressions in the text, e.g., 

(unpublished data). References to Index Medicos for the names of abbreviated journals are acceptable.  

The References should be written in Vancouver style as per “International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) 

Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Sample References” List all authors when there are 

six or fewer. If there are seven or more list the first six followed by ”et al”  

Journals:  

Frieman SG, Pearce FJ. The role of blood glucose in defense of plasma volume during hemorrhage. J Trauma. 1982; 22(3): 86-92.  

Books:  

Murray PR, Rosenthal KS, Kobayashi GS, Pfaller MA. Medical microbiology. 4th ed. St. Louis: Mosby; 2002 .  

Book chapter:  

Meltzer PS, Kallioniemi A, Trent JM. Chromosome alterations in human solid tumors. In: Vogelstein B, Kinzler KW. The genetic 

basis of human cancer. New York: McGraw Hill; 2002. P: 93-113.  

Homepage/website:  

American Medical Association [homepage on the Internet]. Chicago: The Association; c1995-2002 [updated 2001 Aug 23; cited 

2002 Aug 12]. AMA Office of Group Practice Liaison; [about 2 screens]. Available from: http://www.ama-

assn.org/ama/pub/category/1736. htm1  

for details see ICMJE website: www.icmje.org.  



Tables and figures: Tables and figures should be numbered (1, 2, 3, etc.) as they appear in the text. Figures should 

preferably be the size intended for publication and should not exceed 9×12cm. Figures should be sent in Excel format, too. 

Legends should be typed double –spaced separately from the figures. Photographs must be originals of high quality. 

Photocopies are not acceptable. Those wishing to submit color photographs should contact the editor regarding charges.  

  

Page charges: There is no page charge for publication in the journal of Shahrekord University of medical sciences.  

  

Ethical guidelines : Ethical considerations must be addressed in the Materials and Methods section. 1) Please state that 

informed consent was obtained from all human adult participants and from the parents or legal guardians of minors. Include 

the name of the appropriate institutional review board that approved the project. 2) Indicate in the text that the maintenance 

and care of experimental animals complies with National Institutes of Health guidelines for the human use of animal’s 

laboratory, or those of your Institute or agency .  

  

Review process: When a manuscript is submitted to the journal, it is given a number for future communication with the 

editor. All manuscripts are read by editor and three qualified external reviewers to ensure both accuracy and relevance. 

Reviewers are asked to be objective in their evaluations and to judge primarily the novelty and soundness of the information 

presented. The Editors decision concerning the acceptance or rejection will normally be made approximately 8 weeks after 

recite of the manuscript. Authors are encouraged to suggest three to five appropriate reviewers for their manuscript, although 

the actual selection of referees will be made by the editor. Authors also can indicate specific individuals whom they would like 

to have excluded as reviewers. In the review of any manuscript, the identity of the reviewers and authors and also information 

contained in manuscript are considered confidential. After a manuscript has been submitted, information on the status of the 

manuscript can be obtained by home page: http://www.SKUMS.ac.ir/journal  

   

Conflict of Interest: External peer reviewers should disclose to editor any potential conflicts of interest that could bias their 

opinions of the manuscript, and they should offer to disqualify themselves from reviewing specific manuscripts if they believe a 

conflict may exist. Also reviewers should not use knowledge of the work, before its publication, to further their own interests. 

Editor and staff who make final decisions about manuscripts should have no personal financial involvement in any of the issues 

they might judge. The review articles of whom their article sources are related to the results of previously researches are 

accepted. The article parts are consist of: abstract, introduction, material & method, results, discussion and conclusion and 

include of at least 20 refrences and at most 5000 words. Construction of short communications consists of at least 1500 words, 

2 pictures or tables a short abstract with 150 words. In this kind of article the number of writers and references are at most 5, 

10 respectively.  

   

Revision: Papers may be returned to the authors for modification of the scientific content and/ or for shortening and language 

corrections. Revised version and a letter listing point-for-point response to the reviewers must to submit to the editor and must 

be accompanied by a copy of the original version. Suggestions by the editor about resubmission do not imply that a revised 



version will necessarily be accepted. If will be regarded as having been withdrawn and any revised version received 

subsequently will be treated as a new paper and the date of receipt will be altered accordingly. Authors who re-submit a paper 

that has been previously rejected must provide the original manuscript and a letter explaining in detail how the paper has been 

modified. The rights are reserved to incorporate any changes deemed necessary by the editor to make contributions harmonize 

with the editorial standards of the journal. Accepted manuscripts become the property of Journal of Shahrekord University of 

Medical Sciences.  

  

Proofs: Profs will be sent to the corresponding author to be checked for only typographical errors and other essential small 

changes. Major alterations to the text cannot be accepted at this stage. Proofs must be returned to the editors within 3 days of 

receipt.  

  

Authorship: An author is one who made a substantial contribution to the overall design and execution of the experiments; 

therefore JSKUMS considers all authors responsible for the entire paper. Individuals who provided assistance, e.g., supplied 

strains or reagents or critiqued the paper, need not be listed as authors but may be recognized in the acknowledgement 

section. All authors must agree to the order in which their names are listed in the byline. Other wise the corresponding author 

must accept its responsibility.  

   

The journal is online accessible only and the compact disk of each article, containing, journal file, will be sent to 

the writers.  

Submission procedure:  

Submit the manuscript online through  

http://journal.skums.ac.ir 
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